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Davii and Oti catching up.

Iyo ni fiti, iyo ni fiti...
You know, Oti, lately...
Nimekuwa na this question
ikini-nag.

What truly makes a family?

Wife na watoi
wako sawa

A family ni unit molded
from respect, tradition,
and love. Hiyo ndio
hu-bind community.




But what about wale wasee
wamekuwa cast out, rejected
na their own blood? Are they

not part of a family? . :
Wherlz do they belor{g? Davii, kuna societal

Hhmm! Well, unaona,

norms hudictate...




“But what about my friend? Mwenye
alikuwa rejected simply for being different! ”

Weeh! Hiyo Davii...
ni a complicated matter.
Perhaps what we've been
taught about family inafaa
kukuwa re-evaluated.




Probably we should, vitu
mob zina happen to people,
and it feels like hakuna
anywhere or anyone to
run to.

Maybe it's time tujenge
foundation mpya yenye
iko built on acceptance,
understanding, and love.

Where do you turn
when the foundation
meant to support you

crumbles beneath

your feet?




ACCEPTANCE
BILA
JUDGEMENT




Oti and I go way back
since tukue watoi, here
is a glimpse of
our journey.




Imekua fiti, tumekua
kwa grind mbaya,
I’m working on
next album

Niko fity, thanks.

Studio leo iikua ajeZl

sure itakua hit mbaya,
I can’t wait




How about you?
Job imekua aje?

/Job iko tu sawa...samc\
old, same old, anyway
enough about work,
tuishie ball ama?




Heh, ii game iko fiti,
Oti's unakumbuka
back then, nikiwa scared
kucheza, ulini-support
mbaya.

ERRRREER
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I...I don't know

kucheza vipoa, Oti.
Everyone else will
laugh at me.

Young Davii and Oti




Hakuna noma, Davii!
We all start somewhere.
Plus, those guys over
there? Nimakurutu tu!

pamoja, my friend.
Remember, hata simba
huanza kama kitten.
You got this!







Hee, unakumbuka first
time uli-try ku-score goal?
hiyo ilikuwa comedy
tupu walahi?




Eeeh, at least siku-trip
over my own shoelaces
kama wewe jana!

But tumetoka
mbali manzee.




Ve
Yeah... but vitu zina-

change, Oti. Not everyone
ni accepting kama wewe!

ey mEn
s ooy e

Hatuwezi control the
world, Davie. Lakini I will
always stand by you.
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Oti kuna wasee wamekapitia
kama beshte yangu
Kevoo, we used to work
together two years ago
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Kevo’s family dinner

Hee Kevo!
Umeharakisha
aje kukula leo,

haya, goodnight!

Me nimeenda







Dude, can't wait to
finally meet you, Bonnie!
This chattin' is gettin' me
hyped up mbaya!

Me too! Si Tu-ditch hii app,
I really think it's about time
we grab a meal hii Friday.

Yea hiyo ni idea
poa, tumeet nikitoka
job kesho, I can’t wait!




So glad we finally Oh! Wow!
clicked, Kevo!
This is way more
fun than texting
sindio?

I am so glad tume-meet,
all that chatting and
flirting was getting me
hyped mbaya.




To be honest I wanted to meet
sooner, but, uliniweka bumper
for a year, I almost gave up.
But, I liked you from the start,
na tuko hapa finally, so
cheers to us!

Hee, si time imeenda?

Usitense, my place is just around
the corner. We can hang out
without you worrying about

getting home on time.




Yeeaaah...

I guess, sure, why not.
Hii ndio the safest
plan tuko nayo.




Wee ng'oja hapa,
'fago'! Tumekupata
leo!

Niachiliii...




¢/ Thought you were
safe huh?

No one escapes us
pretty boy?




CHAPTER 3.1

LOVE
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Davii and Oti walking




Wuueeh!
So what happened
to Kevo?
Alikuwa poa?

You guy,
that’s rough!

Well, he is now.
But, ali-suffer
sana thereafter.

Alikuwa blackmailed
extorted, na akakua
exposed to his family
who ended up

L disowning him.

S
rBut, it’s not always so
bad, kuna wenye
wanaishi na wako tu
sawa kama Aisha
na Amina.




| Aisha and Amina walking




Unajua, you've been
staring at your cup
. for ages. Is there
But what if... oy "’ ) Something on your
mind, Aisha?

Okayj, this is it.

Lazima nim-show leo.




Finally! Phew!
Hizi butterflies,
na random awkwardness
were killing me.

Me too, Aisha.
I've felt the same way
for a while. But,
sikujua vile
nitaku-show;




Usiworry We'll
figure it out together.
Like always.

But what about
mapero wetu







FAMILY
TIES
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Heh, leo ni ile siku...
at least your mum
knows we’ve been

in a relationship

Usijali,
we are in this
together




Ama wamesahau

. . tuna-iftar!
Ai? na kwani leo

kina Aisha
wamechelewa aje.

Mama Aisha and Baba Aisha sit on the rug "




Okay,
aahhhh...

lets do this




i sawa haina shida,
cha muhimu ni you
are home! Come,
come, osheni mikono
tukule.

Hi Mum and Dad.
Sorry we are late!

Actually... Be..Be..
before tubreak for Iftar, I
needed to tell you guys
something, its something I have
been struggling with
for a while sijui
mtaichukulia aje?




What’s wrong
my daughter kwani
wewe ni mgonjwa

What do you mean
Aisha?

mmmbhhh...apana mum,
but nilikua nataka
kuwaambia, Aisha and
me are more than friends

As in, we are together,
tuko in a relationship,
sikujua vile mtachukulia




Eh Aisha,
umekua ukibeba
hii yote?

Ah Aisha, we’ve
always known na
tunakupenda regardless




My angel tulikuwa tunajua all
along, lakini tulikuwa
tunaku’ngoja tu utuambie.
We knew this might be a
difficult conversation for you,
but, it had to come from you.

Phewx...
this went better
than I expected

We love you no matter what.
Upendo wetu hauezi
pungua kwako because
of who you love. We’ll stand
with you and support you




Amina, I’'m happy mko
pamoja, we’ve been friends
with your family
for a very long time.

As Baba Aisha said, pia
wewe ni mtoto
wetu tunakuaccept

wholeheartedly, feel
like family.

Asante sana
Baba Aisha,
I’'m humbled by

your acceptance




| Wow! We are family.
This is MY FAMILY!




TUNALEARN
KILA SIKU
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Wueh,
ebu nishow!
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it all the time.

especially if you
different. You see
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YOTA COLLEGE




Back nikuwa campo, I had
a friend called Mwangi.
Alikua anastruggle na
identity yake and school
didn’t make it any easier...

Mwangi in the school hallway I




7 Angalia N\

njia wewe!
| e

sasa?!

=
Watoi wengine
zii, yaani hawana

adabu!
ﬁ




Sema uko poa?
Wacha nikusadie.

Sometimes, all it takes
ni kindness kidogo tu,
to find a friend in
unexpected places.

Wamezoea
kufanya hivi all the
time. Ju, me
nimdifferent.

Usiwaskize,
wachana nao
mafala.
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Okay, time to get
dressed for school.
But... which ‘me’ do
I feel like being today?

Mwangi looking at the mirror I




Sometimes mihufeel like I’'m not
a man or a woman. Ama naeza

kuwa both? But, pia
niko-attracted to both! I don’t
think anyone would understand
who I am or what I am.




Oooh, I look gooood!
Why can't I wear chenye
nataka??? Nani alisema

wanaume wanafaa kuvaa ivi
na wanawake vile?

~
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Sielewi... my family has
accepted me for who I am,

lakini sko sure why I am still
bullied in school

Come to think of it...najua some
cultures zenye men wear dresses,
what about Muslims who wear
Kanzu and the Maasai’s who
wear their shuka. Hakuna mtu
huwa anawajudge




But I constantly have to worry
about watu kunijudge na kuongea
behind my back cause of my
dressing. Hii si fair!







I'm gonna wear what
makes me feel good. Nani
anajali vile watu watasema.

Maybe there's no

"t one right way to

3 hours later |Jees dress so long as I
am happy.







Yooo! Mwangi!
I love this, unakaa —~ Thank yoouu
! S E Davii!

Tuishie chuo,
leo watu
watakutambual!




A DISH
SERVED COLD




Niko na beshte yangu anaitwa
Nya, alikua anafanya kazi ya
waitress uko Bungoma; na alikua
passionate sana na job yake,
lakini alikua anaclash na boss.

Nya walks in the hotel




Najua leo
kutakuwa
kunoma.




leo nataka chapo
madondo

Alaa?! Kwani leo
nini? Ebu niletee
Ugali Omena

Nya!!! Kuja bana,
leo naona uko na
demand sana. Kwani

autaki kuniserve?




Sipendi venye uyu

. . . . |
msichana anavaa siku hizi, Heh! hapo umesema

ukweli, kwanza niliskia
ye ni wa ma’Gay!

kweli anafikiria uku ni town,
you don't wear like this
huku ushago.




God forbid, siwezi acha
mtu ako na hizo tabia
afanye kazi kwa hotel

yangu.

I am a saved Christian,
siwezi allow uyu msherati
a run under my watch,
ntamfukuza huyu!
Ata bibilia imekataa

Nya, sipendi venye umevaa,

it's very inappropriate. This is
an institution ordained by
a pastor, we can’t allow
such behavior and dressing!




But Mrs. Nafula, I don't
see anything wrong with
my dressing. It’s not like I’'m
making you lose any
customers, bado wanakuja,

Nya knows how to talk to
customers, kwani Mrs. Nafula
i haoni vile wanapenda Nya
akiwaserve. Losing her over

her dress code ni upuzi tu!




Amenikata mshahara juu na

vile na navaa Mimi ndiye
najua kubonga na kuretain
customers hapa. Hawa customers
wako hapa juu yangu, and
this is how she repays me!

Hawa wasee
wamenifrustrate,
Ama naeza fungua
place yangu na uto
tusavings kiasi niko
nazo, penye wasee
watakua wakofree.







A DISH
SERVED COLD




Wabh, it feels so good
to have my own place.
Hapa hakuna judgment.

Nya looking at her hotel




Asante sana!
Your support means
the world to me.

Niaje, Nya?
Place yako imekua

poa sana.
Hapa tunajisikia ni
kama nyumbani.




Wah, Nya did good for
herself. Alifanya
poa kutoka huku .




Sasa Nya, nimeona TONIGH Asante sana,

unamake big moves Chef Hassar}!
manze. Congrats! I really appreciate!

Of course Chef Hassan,
Sasa by the way, you dont have to ask twice.

unaeza nionea My place will always be
kaslot uko kwako, open for all those who
ningependa
sana kufanya kazi uko




CHAPTER 6

EMBRACING
DIVERSITY

BEYOND TRADITION




In our village,
tradition na culture
ni kama hewa
— ever-present, shaping
everything we do.










Eeh! Na si wako
serious? Naskia wao
husema hizi games ni
sacred, ni a way ya
connect na our
ancestors.

It's true. Traditions
zi-uhold our history,
Davie. Lakini, na kama the
world inashinda iki-change?
What if venye, ancestors
wetu waliishi isn't the
only way?




Cheki, Oti! Unaona
yule dame?

She's using the same
beads our grandmothers
walitumia, but in a whole

new way. Unaona
hiyo design venye

Yooh! Maybe hiyo
ndo key, Davie.
Culture si museum piece,
yenye iko frozen in time.
Ni a living thing, like a

strong tree.




Roots za traditions, ni strong\

na deep. But the tree also
ina-need ku-grow new
branches ku reach the sun,
ndio adapt to its environment,




Yea... unity ilikua key,
na kila mtu alikua included na
accepted inspite of their
differences. Love na acceptance
ndo the true foundation of
a strong community.

I see! You're
absolutely right,
Davie! Zamani, wazee
wetu walikuwa wanajulikana
sana for uniting
communities.
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WE ARE
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Weh! Iza bro.
Unahandle aje
izi vitu?

It's just... seeing all these
happy families, it reminds why
nimekua so emotional nikakuchapia
izi story zote, ni juu nilikua nataka
tumeet Kevoo.




Talk of the Devil!
Ndio uyu ata
anapiga simu.

Nmesimama hapa
karibu na msee wa
ice-cream. Unajua sijui
town vizuri... Hapa karibu
na monument ya Moi




By the way, uyo
ni Kevoo ulishow
alifukuzwa na family
yake after kua

attacked?




Eeehhh, ni uyo, nataka
tuongee na yeye tuone
vile tunaeza msaidia.
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Sasa Kevoo,

unaendelea aje?
Meet my close friend Oti.
Oti huyu ndo Kevoo,
I had talked to you about.




Pleasure to meet
you too Kevoo Acha tutafute

place tukae

Ah niko tu sawa.
Its nice to meet
you Oti

I heard about the attack Kevoo.
I am so sorry, I can’t imagine
what you have been going through.
How have you been holding up?




I

Its..tough. Namiss familia yangu.
They cut me off completely after

they discovered I am queer.

I am literally homeless now...

Tunaelewa Kevoo. That's why we
wanted to talk. I spoke with my mom

na alisema you can stay with us as
long as you need. We’ll be here for you. }

Thank you.

Thank so much...

I dont know

what to say...

Kwa nini families
zingine haziko
accepting kama yangu.
It breaks my heart...




Kevoo najua
umepitia vitu mob,
but know that we accept
you and we are your
family now.

Oti, that’s why nilikua so emotional
nikikuuliza what makes a family?
Sababu sielewi kwa nini Kevoo anapitia
izi vitu zote just because family yake
haim-accept. Ndio maaana I came
with you here juu wewe ni bro.




I got you bro.
We are family,
and family shows
up for each other.

l

Yeah, we are family
at this point.
Si lazima tukue
related by blood.




CHAPTER 8

REDEFINING
FAMILY

A CALL FOR ALLYSHIP




\

I hope you got a lesson from
stories zetu. What do you think
about these scenarios?

We shared them for a reason...

We shared them to spark empathy, \
to show love comes in all shapes, and
the chosen family is just as real as
blood relations. Maybe you saw
yourself, maybe you questioned your
views. That's the point. These stories
are lessons, and the fight for love
and for belonging.

But we don't fight alone. We can be allies, offer a \
hand, be the safe spaces you need. Because love?
That's the foundation, the thread that binds us.
Remember these stories, carry the lessons, and write
your own beautiful chapter. Family transcends blood
ties; it encompasses a broad spectrum of relationships
and support systems vital for emotional well-being,
identity, and social connection.

-\

But, here's the real question,

'What does family mean to you?
Who is your family?’
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